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everything is cleared away so rapidly and thoroughly that the
7 o'clock office-goers would never know a market had been
there.
At Tahiti, with only half the population of New
Caledonia, the array of gorgeously coloured and fantastically
shaped fish at the market is twenty times as large as that
at Noumea. At Tahiti the roofed-in market place is a social
centre where one goes to meet—if not the best people—at
least their servants. On Sundays in Tahiti the whole popu-
lation puts on its best clothes and travels by bus or on foot
to the market place, and first buying flowers to wear in their
hair, make their marketing an excuse for meeting their old
loves, carrying on new flirtations, and selecting their partners
for a day's pleasure making. In New Caledonia it is a much
more serious affair, and once the day's purchases have been
made the market is a thing to be forgotten and banished
with all possible speed.
I had been in Noumea for a long time before I discovered
that there is another market, much less formal than that
held under the flamboyants and 'arbres noirs' at Place du
Marche. Three or four times a week native boats come in
from the Loyalty Islands, bringing bananas, plantains and
other good things, which are sold with much good humour
and laughter down at the Noumean quay-side. The Loyalty
Islanders have a high percentage of Polynesian blood in
their veins, and are consequently handsomer, according to
European standards, than the Melanesians. They lack, too,
the heaviness and sombreness of the New Caledonians.
Their strong Polynesian influence has made them great
sea-farers and they are much in demand for boat crews for
Pacific traders. Until the Japanese entered the vegetable
growing business, the Loyalty Islands were the market
gardens for New Caledonia. Most of the fruit and vegetables
sold in Noumea were ferried across in outrigger canoes from
Lifou, Mare and Uvea, the three islands comprising the
Loyalty group. Even now, whenever there is a shortage in
Noumea it is the Loyalties that come to the rescue, their
fertile soil and industrious natives producing crops all the

